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The United States Commissioner of Education asked the 
Right to Read Office to develop a means to examine systematically 
existing reading programs or proposals for developing reading 
programs. This request reflected three needs: (1) to help communities 
develop reading instruction programs that meet the needs of learners 
within those communities; (2) to provide a framework for examining 
the development of iieading programs, but leaving freedom for 
tailoring instruction to local needs; and (3) to provide a basis for 
consistent assessment of funded programs. The assessment scale has 
been so constructed that it could potentially serve as a device for 
self --study r for reading project planning, for project proposal 
review, and for a site visit to an ongoing reading program. Nine 
general areas of evaluation are included in the scale: management and 
planning; goals and objectives; instruction; staff; leadership 
development; materials and facilities; community involvement; 
environment and background; and program evaluation, auditing, and 
reporting . ( Author/TO) 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 



Assessment is a delicate matter which should 
be approached with the knowledge that reading programs 
will and should look somewhat different from each 
other because they are based on the needs of the 
learner In a specific location at a particular point 
In time. 

The United States Commissioner of Education 
asked the Right to Read Office to develop a means to 
examine systematically existing reading programs or 
proposals for developing reading programs. This 
request reflected the need to: 

# Help communities develop reading 

instruction programs that meet needs 
of learners within those communities 
^ Provide a framework for examining. the 
development of reading programs, but 
leaving freedom for tailoring instruc 
tjon to local needs 

# Provide a basis for consistent assess- 

ment of funded programs 

The creators of the assessment scale, for use in 
examining a reading program approached the task mind- 
ful of the necessity for the Instrument to be used by 



personnel with varying degrees of competency in the 
reading field. It has been so constructed that it 
could potentially serve as a device for self study, 
for reading project planning, ^or project proposal 
review, and for a site visit to an ongoing reading 
program. 

The person very knowledgeable in the area of 
reading may find the instrument -tS most useful in 
providing a systematic structure for reporting since 
he already knows the major elements that should be 
included in an effective reading program. The 
person with little knowledge in reading may find it 
contributing not only to a structure for recording 
and reporting, but contributing to the knowledge of 
the elements that should contribute tc a sound program. 
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